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New QL anes shipped 


Shipments of Sinclair’s new specially- 
designed serial dot-matrix printer (pictu- 
red opposite with the QL) began late last 
year - much to the delight of many QL 
owners, who will find that the machine is 
ready to plug-in-and-go with their ma- 
chines. 

Thehigh-quality printer offers several 
modes, including near letter Quality 
(NLQ) as well as a graphics mode which 
allows it to carry-out ‘screen dumps’ 
from the QL. It costs only £249 (includ- 
ing VAT) and is available from local Sin- 
clair stockists. If you have difficulties 
obtaining the printer, please contact 
DDI;5 Kings Ride Park, Ascot, Berk- 
Pree a SBP or by telephone on 0990 


It is only 390 mm wide, 119 mm high 
and 266 mm across and weighs less than 
five kilogrammes. A wide variety of paper 
types can be used, as paper is accepted 
either by friction or tractor feed. You can 








also use carbon-paper with the printer - 
allowing you to make up to two addition- 
al copies of a document while printing (as 
long as the total thickness of the paper 
and carbon does not exceed 0.2 mm.) 
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This is your page 


White space is not a pretty sight, par- 
ticularly in the eyes of an editor. Only 
you can prevent this dreaded di- 
sease from striking the letters’ co- 
lumn of Sinclair QLUB News. 

If we say or do something you dis- 
agree with, are surprised by or just 
want to sound off about, put pen to 
paper (or hands to keyboard) and let 
us know. Like it says here, this is your 
page and it’s up to you to make the most 
of it. 

It isn’t the only place in this maga- 
zine for your comments; there’s the 
Programmers’ Forum for your pro- 
gramming tips and queries, and the 
QL Quarks column to hear QL quips 
— but the letters page is the first 
place most people look for letters. 
Write to: 

QLUB Editor, 
Sinclair Research, 
Milton Hall, 

Milton, 

Cambridge CB4 4AE 
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Here you see a wal letter 
written with QL Quill, using. 

the underlining, boldface 

margin setting controls built 
into the software. 
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Margins are changed simply by 
moving the cursor keys along. 
the ler line at the top of the 
page. Here you see a left margin. 


being set using this command — 
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the timing and pricing of our tables ang. 
with staff and table details. 
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directions but you can move only up and 
_ down using your ladders. Your other control 
allows you to dig, using your pneumatic 


hammer to knock holes in the platforms. 


‘They will trap a monster so that you can 


attack it with your hammer - but you have 
to move quickly or the monster will crawl 


-out of the hole. QL Quboids is available 
_ through QLUB and sells for £9.95. 


Arcade action and adventures, hone 


: are not really suited for more than one 
! son. So if you have people round to loo at 


-b The latest QL arcade 
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sable bits of the English language and 
Word hoard, a real brain-teaser which asks 


you to make as many words out of a given 


series of letters as possible. 

QL Fictionary is suitable for one to four 
players. The QL gives you a word and asks 
you to guess which of the four possible defi- 
nitions is correct, All the words are nouns, 
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Wordhoard is an even stiffer test of your 
vocabulary. You are given three minutes to 
find as many words as possible from the 
letters of a given QL Fictionary word. Af- 
ter checking and scoring your words, the 
QL will then reveal how many it found in 
QL Wordhoard’s own 18,000 word dietiona- - 


ry. As well as playing both: games separate- | 


ly, individual players can play one da 
and Wankani as one gam er 50 Fic- 
tionary words, the QL wil | ! 
hoard. When your three ‘minutes are up, 
= ae will give you a grand total score for 
o 
through QLUB and costs £9.95. 
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Programmers’ foru 


_ Welcome to the QLUB programming forum, where we answer your 
programming ge and you solve those of other QLUB members. 


| Version 2 
| vexations 


have for some ee intended to write le 

a to say how pleased I have been with the 

st version 2.00 of the Quill, Abacus and 

- Easel programs. They are all an enormous 

improvement on the previous versions, 

hich I found extremely frustrating, not 

the fairly frequent hang-ups but 

very frequent referrals back to the car- 

- tridge. Archive, I am sorry to say, still 

suffers badly in this way. You cannot make 

a sn copy on a separate cartridge, ex- 
cept 


copying in a mode, as 


nn Quill, Archive, Abacus 
and Easel << incla : 
¡ 


Camberley’ 


do hope these 


dis Sepa oe change Tt cartridge with- 


ited before long. 
~ Since one can now obtain extra memory, 
_ would it not be possible for the pro to 
assess the amount of memory available and, 
y sufficient, to place the whole rogram in 
? Including, please, the printer 


other point, which led to writing to 

you finally, is that in the last issue on page 
8, you gave instructions on putting the prin- 
ter installation program on to Archive. At 


Be end you write simply copy Installabas — 
from Quill or Abacus on to Archive.’ Aftera 


ne of puzzling as to why the result 
not work, but continually came up with 


- at line 129 not found’, I found that not only. 


“ Install=bas but also Installadat must «be 
transferred from Abacus or Quill to Ar- 
chive. After this, all worked perfectly. Per- 


ur readers might be p eased to know : 
_ this in your next issue. 


e things can be very aggravati 
plagued with sue 
errors in the Users’ ie when I first got 
- my QL computer. There seems to be a 
_ breakdown somewhere in the checking pro- 
in Sinclair Research and improve- 
uld be greatly appreciated by all, I 


It seems a pity that such a very 


xcellent product should be let down by 
such relatively simple, but very enn 


One last request. Would; you Ni let 
me know just how I can send my program 
listings to my printer? That is without re- 
writing everything on Quill. 
have tried so far has met with dismal failure 


and I can find no reference in the manual or. 


any other book. It is probably so simple that 
no-one thinks it worth mentioning, but I 
would be very grateful for the information. 


R H Melville, 
Guildford, Surrey. 


Ed's reply: Sinclair Research is rd 

to review the performance of Quill, Ar- 

chive, Abacus and Easel. As detailed on 

r 1, Version 2.3 is now available and it 
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- depend on the printer you use. It again 
centres on the. 


t that the 

independent. All you need to í 
channel to the serial port as 
you operate your printer fro 
send the listing to that port. Here 


_ commands you would use: 


ORENG seri a 


a number of improved features, Indi- LIST#3 


in a more coherent manner and will automa- 
tically make use of extra RAM if it’s there 
and installed in the correct manner. 

Like the previous vers 


allow you to allocate RAM 


talled extra memory. It is hoped 
future release will include the facility to do 
this manually. QLUB News will keep you 
informed of this and other significant a 
lopments as they happen. 

One alternative to making use of your 
RAM is RAM-disk software. Almost 


the QL make use of the machine’s device- 
independent nature to offer built-in RAM- 
disk software. This software sets aside part 
of the memory expansion so that the QL 
thinks of it like a storage device - such as a 
floppy. disk or Microdrive — and can address 


a The only problem 


the 
RAM expansion systems now on offer for - 
correct that problem were it to occur. 


_ vidual titles can be purchased from Sinclair 
at Camberley at a cost of £7.50 per title. _ 
This new version handles RAM expansions 
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Owl and the QL 


Owl Computer Training is offering 
QL training courses. The normal 
prices for a single day’s training is 
£62.50 + VAT, and the Introduc- 
tory and Archive courses are nor- 
mally bookable only as 2-day 
chunks. As a special offer to 
QLUB members any day can be 
booked at £55.00 + VAT and the 
Archive and Introductory courses 
can be split into single days, again 
at £55.00 + VAT per day. 

It may also be of interest that a 
set of Distance Learning Packs on 
the four Psion programms should 
be published in the Autumn. 


ann Ping down to London 
ina 
that looked I like it weighed a ton 


As promised in Issue 7, we have selected 
three winners in our Limerick competition 
for the best completion of the Limerick - A 
QL on a day trip to London. 


The first winner of the QL Caverns prize is 
J C Smith of Edinburgh, who picked up the 
travelling theme: 


A QL on a day trip to London 

Said Observe how I got that long run done: 
With my fast microdriving I am early 
arriving 

Straight down the M1 and the ton done!’ 


Dr D C Lewis of Alderbury, Shrewsbury 
picked a communicating theme as his meta- 
phors became well-mixed with history: 


A QL on a day trip to London 

In the Tower linked up with a QCOM 
They hacked from that fort, 

And brought Wall Street to nought, 

But were found, smartly switched off and 
undone. 


And the final winner, Peter Jones of London 
often singled-out the gaming activities on 
the nation’s capital in his missive. 


A QL on a day trip to London 

Met Mr Bill Smith and his son, 

Don said Bill “At a guess, I’ve played it 
at chess 

A hundred times - and never won, Don!” 


The driver missed the park 

while Microdriving for a lark 

he was so busy with QL Cavern 
that he missed his favourite tavern 


Although it isn’t really a Limerick, we also 
thought you might be amused by this hu- 
morous procedure, from Roger Vanstone of 
Plymouth, who gets a blank Microdrive 
cartridge as a runners-up prize; 


REMARK “POLITIQL”: 

DIM CABINET(380,0) 

DEFINE FUNCTION GOVERNMENT 
PAUSE (5 YEARS): END DEFINE 
DEFINE PROCEDURE IMAGE 
DELETE PARKINSON: SIN(BAUD) 
SELECT ON ARCHER: FLASH 1: 
END DEFINE DEFINE PROCEDURE 
POLICY: 

POLICY=PI(IN THE SKY) 

IF CLAIM=TRUE THEN FOR 
TIMES=PAPER: 

PRINT EDITORIAL FAVOURABLE: 
BEEP(LONG) 

IF CLAIM=FALSE: BLOCK: TURN U: 
RETRY: 

END DEFINE 

DEFINE FUNCTION OPPOSITION 
SKINNER=CURSOR: 
DALYELL=GOSUB 

MERGE OWENSTEEL REPEAT KIN- 
NOCK: 

NO EXIT: NO END a 
REPEAT / 

SAVE US: PENDOWN 
RUN LBYTES FOR LEATHER 
DON’T STOP 


Ed’s note: Don’t bother trying to type it in, 
or your QL may try running for Parliament. 





QLUB product order form 


To order DIRECT FROM SINCLAIR RESEARCH Ltd 
Complete the coupon below 








Title Quantity 





x ST Computer Systems is offering its 
ae OS reed nt = | QL Assembler 


QL Touch ’n’ Go 
| QL Project Planner 











QL Entrepreneur 
QL Decision Maker 


QL Integrated 
Accounts 


QL Monitor 

QL Meteor Storm 
QL Home Finance 
QL Cavern 

QL Gardener 

QL Macro Assembler 
QL Fictionary 

QL Reversi 

QL Bounder 

QL Pawn 

QL Paint 

QL Quboids 

| QL Jabber 


QL Classic 
Adventures 





















































*Indicates QLUB special 20% Discount price @ Tick here if you 

e Please tick if you require a VAT receipt [ | would like a catalogue 
el enclose a cheque/postal order to Sinclair Research Ltd for £ 

e Please charge my Access/Barclaycard/Trustcard No 





* A special price is available | 
for a year's subscription to QL || Signature 
World. If you subscribe through | 
QLUB, the magazine will be deliv- || Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
ered for £12 for a year’s subscrip- | 
tion. To receive your 12 issues, | 
send your cheque for £12 to: QL || Address 
World Ltd, Subscription Dept, | 
Wells House, 80-82 Upper ||. QLBO8 
Street, London N1 ONU. a 


Send to Sinclair Research, FREEPOST, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3BR. 








